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and to lift standards of living. The greatest 
opportunity is that in rising to meet the cli-
mate crisis, we in our generation will find 
the moral authority and capacity for long 
term vision to get our act together in this 
world and take on these other crises, not po-
litical problems, and solve them. We are one 
people, on one planet. We have one future, 
one destiny. We must pursue it together, and 
we can. 

The great Spanish poet from Sevilla Anto-
nio Machado wrote, ‘‘Path walker, there is 
no path. You must make the path as you 
walk.’’ 

There is no path from Bali to Copenhagen 
unless you make it. It’s impossible given the 
positions of the powerful countries, includ-
ing my own, and the instructions from which 
they are not going to depart. But you can 
make a new path. You can make a path that 
goes around that blank spot. And you can go 
forward. 

There are two paths you can choose. They 
lead to two different futures. Not too long 
from now, when our children assess what you 
did here in Bali, what we in our generation 
did here in this world. As they look back-
ward, at 2007, they will ask one of two ques-
tions. I don’t know which one they will ask, 
I know which one I prefer they ask, but trust 
me, they will ask one of these two questions. 

They’ll look back and either they will ask, 
‘‘What were you thinking? Didn’t you hear 
the IPCC four times unanimously warning 
the world to act? Didn’t you see the glaciers 
melting? Didn’t you see the North Polar ice 
cap disappearing? Didn’t you see the deserts 
growing and the droughts deepening and the 
crops drying up? Didn’t you see the sea level 
rising, didn’t you see the floods, didn’t you 
pay attention to what was going on? Didn’t 
you care? What were you thinking?’’ 

Or they will ask a second question, one 
that I much prefer them ask. I want them to 
look back on this time and ask, ‘‘How did 
you find the moral courage to successfully 
address a crisis that some many have said 
was impossible to address? How were you 
able to start the process that unleashed the 
moral imagination of humankind to see our-
selves as a single global civilization?’’ And 
when they ask that question, I want you to 
tell them that you saw it as a privilege to be 
alive at a moment when a relatively small 
group of people could control the destiny of 
all generations to come. Instead of shaking 
our heads at the difficulty of this task and 
saying, ‘‘Woe is us, this is impossible, how 
can we do this?’’ We’re so mad at the ones 
that are making it harder; we ought to feel 
a sense of joy that we have work that is 
worth doing, that is so important to the fu-
ture of all humankind. We ought to feel a 
sense of exhilaration that we are the people 
alive at a moment in history when we can 
make all the difference. That’s who you are. 
You have everything you need. We have ev-
erything we need, save perhaps political will. 
but political will is a renewable resource. 

Thank you very much. 

f 

HONORING ADAM CLAYTON POW-
ELL, JR. THROUGH ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL JUSTICE FOR SECU-
RITY OFFICERS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 18, 2007 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to draw attention to an event honoring my pio-
neering predecessor, former Congressman 
Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., of New York, and 

acknowledged in the New York CARIB News 
December 10 story, ‘‘Honoring The Legacy of 
Adam Clayton Powell Jr.’’ Local 32BJ—the 
largest private sector union in New York and 
the largest property service union in the coun-
try—has evoked the memory and legacy of 
Mr. Powell in its campaign to organize private 
security guards. The more than 60,000 New 
York security officers deserve a living wage 
that meets their needs and those of their fami-
lies. This battle is the most recent offshoot of 
Mr. Powell’s influence on social and economic 
justice. It is in his spirit that these hard-work-
ing Americans fight for the benefits due them, 
and I wholeheartedly join them in this cam-
paign. 

HONORING THE LEGACY OF ADAM CLAYTON 
POWELL, JR. 

NEW YORK, NY.—In a major step forward 
for Local 32BJ’s city-wide campaign to orga-
nize security officers, Reverend Dr. Calvin O. 
Butts welcomes Local 32BJ President Mike 
Fishman and Reverend Johnny Ray Young-
blood to the Abyssinian Baptist Church for 
its annual commemoration of the life and 
work of Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. 

This is the first time the union’s security 
officer campaign is being brought to the at-
tention of Abyssinian’s members. 

‘‘Honoring the legacy of Adam Clayton 
Powell means continuing his fight for social 
and economic justice,’’ said Mike Fishman, 
Local 32BJ President. 

‘‘It is unfair that these men and women 
risk their lives protecting million dollar 
buildings, but don’t make enough to support 
their families.’’ 

More than 60,000 men and women in New 
York, most of whom are African-American, 
work as private security officers. Although 
they keep our city safe, many of them earn 
less than $10/hr, receive no affordable health 
care and little, if any, state-of-the-art secu-
rity training. 

‘‘As leaders in this city in the fight for so-
cial and economic justice the support of Rev-
erent Butts and Reverend Youngblood is 
vital to the success of our campaign,’’ 
Fishman added. 

‘‘Local 32BJ’s campaign to raise wage and 
living standards is about more than 60,000 se-
curity officers—it is about New York itself,’’ 
said Reverend Calvin Butts. 

‘‘The union’s campaign is our community’s 
campaign because it represents a unified 
call-to-action to pay men and women not 
only what they deserve, but what they need, 
to support their families—regardless of 
color. 

‘‘Labor and African-American leaders have 
a long history of working together—includ-
ing organizing campaigns led by Dr. Martin 
Luther King on behalf of sanitation workers 
and by Adam Clayton Powell on behalf of 
pharmacists in Harlem. 

‘‘Nothing is more important in the union’s 
security officer campaign than fighting for 
respect,’’ said Rev. Youngblood. ‘‘Armed 
with respect for ourselves and from the com-
munity, and empowered with hard-earned re-
spect from employers, we will win this fight 
for economic and social justice.’’ 

The recent event took on added signifi-
cance because the union’s campaign has been 
gaining momentum, and now represents 
more than 6,000 security officers in New 
York—double the number from just a few 
years ago. 

With new campaigns visible at Jet Blue 
and Fordham University, which both use 
Summit, a low-wage security contractor, the 
campaign has picked up steam in recent 
months. 

With more than 85,000 members, including 
60,000 in New York, Local 32BJ is the largest 

private sector union in New York and the 
largest property service union in the coun-
try. 
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MISSED VOTES 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 18, 2007 

JANUARY 22, 2007 
Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam. Speak-

er, due to events in my district, I was unable 
to vote on rollcall No. 42: Passage of H. Res. 
475. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

JANUARY 22, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 43: 
Table the appeal of the ruling of the Chair for 
H. Res. 476. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 44: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree to H. 
Res. No. 52. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 45: 
Motion to suspend the rules and Agreed to 
H.R. 390. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 46: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree to H. 
Res. 29. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

FEBRUARY 8, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 87: 
Agreeing to the Amendment of H.R. 547, and 
amendment to include language which encour-
ages the Assistant Administrator to utilize 
Land Grant Institutions, Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities, Hispanic Serving Insti-
tutions and other minority serving institutions 
among other resources to undertake research 
for programs covered by the bill. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict. I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 88: 
Agreeing to the Amendment of H.R. 547, an 
amendment to add a new paragraph to sec-
tion 3, Biofuel Infrastructure and Additives Re-
search and Development, to include issues 
with respect to where in the fuel supply chain 
additives optimally should be added to fuels. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 89: 
Agreeing to the Amendment of H.R. 547, an 
amendment to add a new paragraph to sec-
tion 3 which includes issues with respect to 
certification by a nationally recognized testing 
laboratory of components for fuel dispensing 
devices that specifically reference compatibility 
with alcohol blended and biofuels that contain 
greater than 15 percent alcohol. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 90: 
Agreeing to the Amendment of H.R. 547, an 
amendment to add a new section 7 entitled 
Additional Funding. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 91: 
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the Motion to Recommit with Instructions of 
H.R. 547. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘no.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 92: 
Passage of H.R. 547. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

FEBRUARY 28, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 111: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree on H. 
Con. Res. 52. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

MARCH 12, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 136: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as 
Amended on H.R. 85. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 137: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree on H. 
Res. 136. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 138: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree on H. 
Res. 89. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 187: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as 
amended on H.R. 802. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 188: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as 
Amended on H.R. 137. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 189: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as 
Amended on H.R. 580. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

MAY 14, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 342: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass on 
H.R. 1124. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 343: 
Motion to suspend the rules and agree to H. 
Res. 223. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 344: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree (H. 
Res. 385). Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

MAY 16, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 358: 
Call in Committee Quorum. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘present.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 359: 
Motion that the Committee Rise (H.R. 1585). 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

JUNE 11, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict. I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 448: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass on 
H.R. 2356. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 449: 

Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree on S. 
676. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict. I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 450: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree on H. 
Res. 418. Had I been present I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

JULY 23, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 687: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
404, as amended. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 688: 
Motion to suspend the rules and agree to H. 
Res. 553. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 689: 
Motion to suspend the rules and agree to H. 
Res. 519. Had I been present I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 690: 
On ordering the previous question on H. Res. 
558. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

AUGUST 1, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 781: 
Motion to adjourn. Had I been present. I would 
have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

SEPTEMBER 4, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 847: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
694, as amended. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 848: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
3020, as amended. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 849: 
Motion to Instruct Conferees on H.R. 2669. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 867: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
3246, as amended. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 868: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
1657, as amended. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 869: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
3527. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

OCTOBER 1, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 924: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree on H. 
Res. 185. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 925: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
2276. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 926: 

Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
3325. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

OCTOBER 15, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 961: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree on H. 
Res. 738. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 962: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
2089. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 963: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
20, as amended. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

OCTOBER 17, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 980: 
Passage of H.R. 2095. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

OCTOBER 29, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 1010: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
3224, as amended. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 1011: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree on H. 
Res. 573, as amended. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 1012: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree on H. 
Res. 747. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

NOVEMBER 5, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 1034: 
Closing Portions of the Conference on H.R. 
3222. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 1035: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
513, as amended. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 1036: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree on H. 
Res. 744. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

NOVEMBER 7, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 1058: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree on H. 
Con. Res. 236, as amended. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

NOVEMBER 13, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 1082: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
3315. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 1083: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
1593, as amended. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-
trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 1084: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
3403, as amended. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 1085: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
3461, as amended. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

NOVEMBER 14, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 1095: 
Motion to Adjourn. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

DECEMBER 6, 2007 
Madam Speaker, due to events in my dis-

trict, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 1141: 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
2085. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ 
OF ILLNOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 18, 2007 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Madam Speaker, I was 
unavoidably absent from this Chamber last 
night and this morning. I would like the 
RECORD to show that, had I been present. I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 1163 
through 1176. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE ‘‘PART-
NERSHIP FOR A DRUG-FREE 
AMERICA’’ ON THEIR 20TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 18, 2007 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to ask my colleagues to take a moment to 
honor one of our most successful and impor-
tant educational campaigns, the Partnership 
for a Drug-Free America, for 20 years of out-
standing service. 

Best known for its national drug-education 
campaigns, the Partnership for a Drug-Free 
America continues its mission to reduce illicit 
drug use in America by uniting communica-
tions professionals, renowned scientists, and 
parents. 

What began in 1986 as a 3-year endeavor 
to ‘‘unsell’’ drugs to the American public, has 
turned into the largest public service campaign 
in our Nation’s history. The pro bono work of 
some of the country’s best advertising agen-
cies across all forms of media has allowed the 
Partnership’s anti-drug message to reach the 
public on local and national levels for the past 
two decades. 

The organization first entered the wider pub-
lic consciousness in 1987, with its ‘‘This is 
Your Brain on Drugs’’ broadcast and print pub-
lic service announcements, which used the 
analogy that if a person’s brain were an egg, 
using drugs would be like frying that egg. An-
other PSA featured a television, a trip to Paris, 
and a new car all disappearing right under the 
nose of a cocaine user. Still another that year 
focused on how a drug-induced high is like 
diving into an empty swimming pool. All these 
commercials and print campaigns were 
praised in a speech given to those involved 
executively with PDFA by then-President 
George H.W. Bush in late 1989. 

Since then, the Partnership has grown from 
simple advertising into a drug prevention and 
treatment resource. Parents and caregivers 
can request materials and teaching aids that 
they can use to effectively address drug and 
alcohol abuse with their children. A major new 
initiative now unfolding integrates the latest 
science and research with the most effective 
traditional media and digital communication 
techniques to give parents the tools, resources 
and support they need to help their children 
lead healthy lives. This effort—the first ever for 
the Partnership—will include a Web-based 
interactive information resource center, parent- 
to-parent support network, a national toll-free 
call center and user-friendly online/offline 
tools. 

Time and time again, the Partnership proves 
that the media industry can play a very posi-
tive role in influencing our young people to 
turn away from drugs. Fueled by their edu-
cational programs and grassroots community 
outreach efforts, the use of illicit drugs across 
the country has fallen by almost a third. Ado-
lescent drug use alone is down by 19 percent 
in just the past 4 years and 32 percent since 
its inception. 

To celebrate the accomplishments and lon-
gevity of the organization, the Partnership will 
kick off its 20th anniversary at its annual gala 
being held on November 27, 2007 at the Wal-
dorf Astoria in New York City. The Partnership 
will honor William C. Weldon, chairman and 
CEO of the Johnson and Johnson Corpora-
tion. 

In light of this momentous occasion, I con-
gratulate the staff and volunteers of the Part-
nership for a Drug-Free America on 20 years 
of influential service to our Nation. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in commending them for 
continuing on with their vision to raise aware-
ness on how we can prevent substance abuse 
in our communities and make America a safer 
and sober place to live. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN COUCH 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2007 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor John Couch, a 
community leader from Atascadero, California, 
on his retirement after 17 years of serving the 
city, most currently as chief of police. 

Chief Couch grew up in North Dakota. After 
graduating high school in 1970, Chief Couch 
enlisted in the United States Army and was 
stationed in Vietnam, serving with the 114th 
Assault Helicopter Company. He completed 
his service with the Army in 1973 and enrolled 
in California State University, Sacramento, 
where he earned his degree in criminal justice 
administration in 1977. Alter his graduation, 
Chief Couch worked for the city of Santa Clara 
Police Department for 13 years and achieved 
the rank of sergeant. Since 1990, Chief Couch 
has served in the Atascadero Police Depart-
ment. 

Chief Couch was elevated to the rank of 
chief on October 7, 2004. During his tenure, 
he has instituted many, improvements to the 
police department. For example, Chief Couch 
facilitated the purchase of additional motor-
cycles for the Traffic Division and added com-

puters and in-car video to all Atascadero Po-
lice Department patrol vehicles. He improved 
the efficiency of law enforcement in 
Atascadero by creating a special enforcement 
team, upgraded the capabilities in dispatch, 
made technical improvements to the radio re-
peater system, and implemented a crime free 
multi-housing program and a new traffic safety 
program. Chief Couch also succeeded at im-
proving the police department retention and 
recruitment process and the department’s rela-
tions with the community it serves by expand-
ing community outreach and education pro-
grams. 

Community service is a central priority for 
Chief Couch even in his off-duty life. Chief 
Couch is a member of the Atascadero Kiwanis 
Club. He also serves on the local board of di-
rectors for both the Women’s Shelter and the 
Salvation Army. Finally, in addition to serving 
as chief of police. John is the chief driver and 
mechanic of the bus for the Atascadero Bible 
Church. 

Chief Couch and his wife Margie have been 
married for 25 years and have raised two chil-
dren, Brittany and Jared. 

Dedicated to serving his community in a va-
riety of ways, Chief Couch’s leadership at the 
Atascadero Police Department will he sorely 
missed and difficult to replace, but his well-de-
served retirement will give him the ability to 
spend more time with friends and family. I 
commend his service to the City of Atascadero 
and I hope that Chief Couch enjoys his transi-
tion into the next stage of his life. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO MIDLAND 
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 19, 2007 

Mr. CAMP of Michigan. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to congratulate and pay tribute to 
the Midland High School football team for 
reaching the Michigan High School Athletic 
Association 2007 Division Two State Cham-
pionship game. This was the team’s third trip 
to the state finals since 1990. 

The Midland Chemics led most of the hard- 
fought final game against Detroit Martin Luther 
King High School. However, King took the 
lead in the fourth quarter and held off Midland. 
The game marked the end of a successful 
season, in which the Chemics finished with an 
11–3 record. 

A week earlier it was Midland who pulled off 
the impressive come-from-behind victory, de-
feating Lowell High School. They scored 24 
unanswered points in the second half to win 
31–27 and earn their spot in the title game. In 
the playoffs they also defeated Davison, Bay 
City Central, and Arthur Hill en route to the 
finals. 

The accomplishments of these student ath-
letes are a testament to the years of hard 
work and dedication leading up to their playoff 
run. I commend them on a successful season. 

On behalf of the 4th Congressional District 
of Michigan, I congratulate the Midland High 
School Football team on their achievements 
and wish them all the best of luck in their fu-
ture endeavors. 
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